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Choice, affordability, and accessibility for students in colleges across Louisiana. 

(http://louislibraries.org/ and http://www.louislibraries.org/alearningla) 

 

BoR response to La. Legislature Act 

619:  

5.4 The Board of Regents, in cooperation with 
LOUIS: The Louisiana Library Network, and 
the Regentsô eLearning Task Force will 
develop a statewide plan for the utilization of 
Open Educational Resources (OER) 
throughout postsecondary education. The 
Affordable Learning Louisiana Plan will build 
on current efforts related to eTextbooks, 
eLearning and related technologies designed 
to significantly lower costs of course materials 
for students while enriching the educational 
experience. 

 (Feb. 2017, 
http://www.regents.la.gov/assets/ACT_619_BOARD_APPROVED_F
inal_Draft.pdf, page 34 - 35) 

The Louisiana Community and Technical College System 
(LCTCS) is committed to increasing access to 
affordable education and training. To this end, the 
LCTCS has designed the 2017-18 eLearning 
Innovation Fund RFP to inspire colleges to leverage 
open education resources (OER) or related ebook 
technologies to reduce student expense.  

(Overview statement) 
 

http://louislibraries.org/
http://www.louislibraries.org/alearningla
http://louislibraries.org/
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× LCTCS College LibrarƛŜǎΩ Online Catalog 
ü Open Textbook Network (OTN) textbooks from the Open Textbook Library have been 

added to all LCTCS College Library records. {ŜŀǊŎƘ άhpen Textbook Libraryέ or 
ά!ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀέ in the online catalog to find over 380 open, freely 
available textbooks for you to adopt in your course and that students can download 
without cost, including textbooks from OpenStax, Open Suny, BCcampus and others. 
Other open resources, such as public domain literature, novels, and primary documents 
are also available resources, as well as, multi-user items purchased by the Library.  

 

× Affordable Learning Louisiana and LOUIS Libraries Resources   
ü http://louislibraries.org/alearningla/find-textbooks 
ü From the Open Textbook Library ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜΥ άThese books have been reviewed by faculty 

from a variety of colleges and universities to assess their quality. These books can be 
downloaded for no cost, or printed at low cost. All textbooks are either used at multiple 
higher education institutions; or affiliated with an institution, scholarly society, or 
professional organization.έ όhttps://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/)  
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ü Faculty Portal - What is the EDS Faculty Portal? The EDS Faculty Portal provides a simple 
search interface for faculty to identify content the library can purchase that can be 
provided free-of-charge to students in place of costly textbooks. When faculty search 
the portal, the results from the GOBI Catalog will include a link to purchase the item. 
Clicking on this link launches a form that will confirm which book they are requesting 
and ask for details about the request. 

ü Ebooks in the LOUIS Library collections have varying licenses, allowing from one to 
unlimited users to access the ebook at one time, and allowing some to all pages of the 
ebook to be downloaded or printed. Check with your Librarian regarding individual 
titles. Permanent links to ebooks can be embedded in Canvas for free student access.  

ü Gale Virtual Reference 
Library - With GVRL, 
bookmarked links never 
change and are sharable. 
Easily embed content on 
your Canvas course site or 
in MS Word or PDF 
documents. Integrated Microsoft Office 365 tools enable users to share, save, and 
download contentτincluding highlights and notes. Topics include arts, business, 
environment, history, literature, medicine, multicultural studies, religion, science, social 
science, technology, and more.  

ü Learning Express Library - Skills improvement, WorkKeys preparation, literacy, math, 
and science 
skills-building 
resources, 
licensing and 
occupational 
practice tests 
(nursing, 
PRAXIS, etc.), 
and more. 
Ebooks are 
available for 
download in 

many skill and discipline areas.  

ü EBSCOhost - Over 100,000 titles in many subject areas are available. Most titles allow 60 
pages to be saved or downloaded by the user, so instructors could assign specific 
chapters for reading and embed a link in Canvas.  

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&site=eds-live&authtype=ip,guest&custid=s7474521&groupid=main&profile=eds_oer&setup=0
http://louislibraries.org/task/ebsco/faculty-portal

