
  
 
Courses listed in the RPCC General Catalog: 
 

• ENGL 0090: College Preparatory English I  
• ENGL 0091: College Preparatory English II  
• ENGL 1010: English Composition I  
• ENGL 1020: English Composition II  
• ENGL 2000: English Composition  
• ENGL 2002: Professional Writing  
• ENGL 2024: Critical Strategies  
• ENGL 2110: A Survey of Short Stories & Novels  
• ENGL 2150: Introduction to Drama & Poetry  
• ENGL 2200: Creative Writing  
• ENGL 2400: World Literature  
• ENGL 2510: English Literature I  
• ENGL 2520: English Literature II  
• ENGL 2530: Introduction to Shakespeare and the Renaissance  
• ENGL 2610: American Literature I  
• ENGL 2620: American Literature II  
• ENGL 2800: Film Criticism 

 
Suggested Databases: 
 Click on any Databases link on the Library website to access these.  Please note that access from 
off-campus will require your User ID or Alt ID & PIN. 

• Academic Search Complete  
• Biography Resource Center  
• CQ Researcher  
• LexisNexis Academic  
• LearningExpress Library 
• Literary Reference Center  
• Literature Resource Center 
• Oxford English Dictionary Online  
• Scribner Writers Series  
• Twayne Author Series  

 
Selected NetLibrary E-books:  
 NetLibrary - Provides access to over 59,000 ebooks (electronic copies of printed books, often in PDF 
format) 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. NetLibrary has an easy to use search interface. (You will need a 
NetLibrary account to access these e-books from off-campus. Please see the tutorial, Accessing & Using 
NetLibrary for more information.) 
 

Library Services Course Guide ~ 
English 



Grammar, Composition, & Writing 
• 265 Troubleshooting Strategies for Writing Nonfiction, 2005, by Barbara Fine Clouse.  
• 501 Grammar and Writing Questions, 1999.  
• English Grammar for the Utterly Confused, 2003, by Laurie Rozakis.  
• English Vocabulary Elements, 2nd Edition, 2007, by Keith M. Denning.  
• The Teacher's Grammar Book, 2nd Edition, 2005, by James D. Williams.  
• When Bad Grammar Happens to Good People: How to Avoid Common Errors in 

English, 2004, by Ann Batko.  
Literature, Literary Analysis, & Criticism 

• Encyclopedia of Literature and Criticism, 1990, by Martin Coyle.  
• Literary Theory: The Basics, 2001, by Johannes Willem Bertens.  
• A New Handbook of Literary Terms, 2007, by David Mikics.  
• The Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms, 2006, by Peter Childs & Roger Fowler, 

eds.  
• Regarding Film: Criticism and Comment, 2001, by Stanley Kauffmann.  
• Studying Contemporary American Film: A Guide to Movie Analysis, 2002, by Thomas 

Elsaesser.  
~Short Stories & Novels 

• How Novels Work, 2006, by John Mullan.  
• Novelists and Novels, Bloom's Literary Criticism Series, 2005, by Harold Bloom.  
• The Postmodern Short Story: Forms and Issues, 2003, by Farhat Iftekharrudin.  
• Short Story Writers and Short Stories, Bloom's Literary Criticism Series, 2005, by 

Harold Bloom.  
~Drama & Poetry 

• Dramatists and Dramas, Bloom's Literary Criticism Series, 2005, by Harold Bloom.  
• Notable Playwrights, Magill's Choice series, 2005, by Carl E. Rollyson. An extensive 

biographical dictionary of playwrights from around the world.  
• Poets and Poems, Bloom's Literary Criticism Series, 2005, by Harold Bloom.  
• Power, Plain English, and the Rise of Modern Poetry, 2006, by David Rosen. Includes 

criticism and interpretation of works by Eliot, Yeats, Auden, & Wordsworth.  
~World Literature 

• Classical Commentary: Histories, Practices, Theory, 2002, by Roy Gibson.  
• The Classical Plot and the Invention of Western Narrative, 2000, by N. J. Lowe.  
• The Epic, Bloom's Literary Criticism Series, 2005, by Harold Bloom.  
• Medieval Narrative: An Introduction, 2004, by William A. Davenport.  

~English Literature 
• Facts on File Companion to the British Short Story, 2007, by Andrew Maunder.  
• Novel Beginnings: Experiments in Eighteenth-Century Fiction, 2006, by Patricia 

Spacks.  
• The Popular Culture of Shakespeare, Spenser, and Jonson, 2006, by Mary Ellen Lamb.  
• Ways of Reading: Advanced Reading Skills for Students of English Literature, 2007, 

by Martin Montgomery.  
~American Literature 

• The Chronology of American Literature: America's Literary Achievements from the 
Colonial Era to Modern Times, 2004, by Daniel Burt.  

• A Companion to the Regional Literatures of America, 2006, by Charles Crow.  



• Early American Nature Writers: A Biographical Encyclopedia, 2008, by Daniel 
Patterson.  

• Facts on File Companion to the American Novel, 2006, by Abby Werlock.  
 
A search in our catalog for specific authors, genres, etc., can locate the works as well as literary criticism 
and analyses that we may have in our collection. 
 
Locations of English Resources in the library: 

• P to PZ - Language and Literature.  
• P201 to P299 - Comparative grammar.  
• P301 to P301.5 - Style. Composition. Rhetoric.  
• PA3050 to PA4505 - Greek literature.  
• PA6000 to PA6971 - Roman literature.  
• PA8001 to PA 8595 - Medieval and modern Latin literature.  
• PN1 to PN6790 - Literature (General).  

 PN80 to PN99 - Criticism  
 PN441 to PN1009.5 - Literary history.  
 PN1600 to PN3307 - Drama.  

• PN1720 to PN1861 - History.  
 PN3311 to PN3503 - Prose. Prose fiction.  

• PN3451 to PN3503 - History.  
 PN6010 to PN6790 - Collections of general literature.  

• PR1 to PR9680 - English literature.  
• PS1 to PS3576 - American literature  

 
Selected Books in the Library: 
Grammar, Composition, & Writing 

• The Everything Creative Writing Book, 2002. 
Call number: PE 1408 .W5806 2002 

• Grammar Essentials, 2nd Edition, 2000. 
Call number: PE 1112 .O43 2000 

• Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, 1994. 
Call number: PE 1460 .M45 1994 REF, located on the Dictionary Stand. 

• The Oxford English Grammar, 1996. 
Call number: PE 1106 .G74 1996 REF, located on the Dictionary Stand 

• Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers, 8th Edition, 2007. 
Call number: PE 1408 .T696 2007 

• When You Catch an Adjective, Kill It: The Parts of Speech for Better and/or Worse, 2007. 
Call number: PE 1199 .H33 2007 

Literature, Literary Analysis, & Criticism 
• A Contemporary Guide to Literary Terms: with Strategies for Writing Essays about Literature, 

1997. 
Call number: PN 44.5 .B332 1997 

• Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory: Approaches, Scholars, Terms, 1993. 
Call number: PN 81 .E43 1993 REF 



• A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature, 4th Edition, 1999. 
Call number: PN 81 .G8 1998 

• A Short Guide to Writing about Literature, 2000. 
Call number: PE 1479 .C7 B3 2000 

~Short Stories & Novels 
• Encyclopedia of the Novel, 1998. 

Call number: PN 41 .E487 1998 REF, in 2 volumes. 
• Masterplots II. Short Story Series, Rev. Edition, 2004 

Call number: PN 3326 .M27 2004 REF, in 8 volumes. 
• Novels for Students: Presenting Analysis, Context and Criticism on Commonly Studied 

Novels, 2001 
Call number: PN 3365 .N68 REF, in 13 volumes. 

• Short Story Writers, Rev. Edition 
Call number: PN 3373 .S398 2008 REF, in 3 volumes. 

~Drama & Poetry 
• Masterplots II: Drama Series, Rev. Edition, 2004. 

Call number: PN 6112.5 .M37 2004 REF, in 4 volumes. 
• Masterplots II: Poetry Series, Rev. Edition, 2002. 

Call number: PN 1110.5 .M37 2002, in 8 volumes. 
• McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of World Drama, 1984. 

Call number:  PN1625 .M3 1984 REF, in 5 volumes. 
• Notable Poets, 1998 

Call number: PN 1021 .N68 1998 REF, in 3 volumes. Also available as an eBook (NetLibrary) 
~World Literature 

• The Book of Great Books: A Guide to 100 World Classics, 2000. 
Call number: PN 44 .C34 2000 

• Classical Myths and Legends in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, 1998. 
Call number: PN 669 .B78 1998 

• Cyclopedia of World Authors, Rev. 3rd Edition, 1997. 
Call number: PN 451 .M36 1997 REF, in 5 volumes. 

• Encyclopedia of Medieval Literature, 2000. 
Call number: PN 669 .E53 2000 

• Encyclopedia of World Literature in the 20th Century, Rev. 3rd Edition, 1999. 
Call number: PN 771 .E5 1999 REF, in 4 volumes. 

~English Literature 
• Masterplots II: British and Commonwealth Fiction Series, 1987. 

Call number: PR 881 .M39 1987 REF, in 4 volumes. 
• The Oxford Companion to English Literature, 6th Edition, 2000. 

Call number: PR 19 .O94 2000. 
• Shakespeare A to Z, 1990. 

Call number: PR 2892 .B69 1990 
~American Literature 

• The Cambridge History of American Literature, 1999. 
Call number: PS 92 .C34 1999 
 



• The Cambridge Handbook of American Literature, 1986. 
Call number: PS 21 .C36 1986 

• The Oxford Companion to American Literature, 1995. 
Call number: PS 21 .H3 1995 

 
A search in our catalog for specific authors, genres, etc., can locate the works as well as literary criticism 
and analyses that we may have in our collection. 
 
Online Resources: 
 The following resources have been reviewed and selected in collaboration with relevant faculty. 
Please note that websites outside of RPCC are beyond our control. We strive to ensure that the sites that 
we recommend are reliable and valid sources of high-quality information. Please let us know if you find 
any consistently dead links. 
 
Grammar, Composition, & Writing 

• Guide to Grammar & Writing 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/  

• The Nuts and Bolts of College Writing 
http://nutsandbolts.washcoll.edu/nb-home.html 
The online companion to Michael Harvey's book by the same name. Also includes help with citations 
and style formats. 

• The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL), 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu 
  
Literature, Literary Analysis, & Criticism 

Since there is often overlap in the sites recommended below, they are simply listed in alphabetical 
order rather than by subject area/genre. 

• The Cambridge History of English and American Literature 
http://www.bartleby.com/cambridge/ 
“. . . contains over 303 chapters and 11,000 pages, with essay topics ranging from poetry, fiction, drama 
and essays to history, theology and political writing.” 

• Great Books Online 
http://www.bartleby.com/ 
From Bartleby.com, offers access to classics in literature, primary resources, reference resources and 
more. 

• The Internet Classics Archive 
http://classics.mit.edu/index.html 
An award-winning site that offers English translations of 441 works of classical literature, from MIT. 

• IPL (Internet Public Library) Literary Criticism Collection 
http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/ 
“. . . contains critical and biographical websites about authors and their works that can be browsed by 
author, by title, or by nationality and literary period.” 

• Literary Visions 
http://www.learner.org/resources/series41.html 
A series of videos on literary analysis from Annenberg Media, videos produced by Intelecom and 
Maryland Public Television. 



• Literature Study Guides 
http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/ 
From SparkNotes, this free resource can be sorted alphabetically, by author or by title, and includes 
study guides on literature from the classics to contemporary writers. Other relevant study guides include 
Biography, Drama, Film, Poetry and Shakespeare. 

• The Modern World 
http://www.themodernword.com/default.aspx 
Offers resources on 20th century authors, including bios, reviews, etc. 

• Poets.org from the Academy of American Poets 
http://www.poets.org/index.php 
Offers numerous resources on classic and contemporary poetry, poems searchable by title or poet, audio 
and video resources, interviews, bios, essays, and more. Not limited to American poets. 

• The Short-Story: Specimens Illustrating Its Development 
http://www.bartleby.com/195/ 
“With a selection of 23 short stories from the Middle Ages to the beginning of the twentieth century.” 
 
 


